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have adopted swadeshi even less than men. The letter about
Kaira warns me that all that shines white is not milk, that there is
much which does not meet the eye, is deliberately concealed. If
anyone protests, poor soul, he is silenced.
I do not say that all this is true. There may be some exag-
geration in it. But we learn a good deal from our critics. We
would soon be free from our shortcomings if we learn to see us
through their eyes. It is only others who can see our backs.
From you I expect the purest sacrifice. Only such offering is
acceptable to God. During the waiting period we have got un-
sought, overcome all your shortcomings. Take up earnestly the
holy work of spinning. See that in every home they daily spin
good, strong yarn free from particles of cotton pods, that no one
goes without food and that no home remains defiled with the filth
of foreign cloth. Collect the figures I have suggested.
If you have forcibly taken away anybody's clothes, go and
apologize to him. Harbour no resentment against those who may
co-operate with the Government. Serve them when they are in
distress. Do not flatter officials nor be afraid of them. Do not
fear the police. Regard them as your brothers and love them.
Withdraw your children from Government schools, if any are still
attending them. Never use force for propagating non-co-operation.
If there is even one person in your village who co-operates with the
Government, bear him no ill will. Remember, instead, that he has
as much right to hold his view as you yours.
If there are any disputes among the residents of your village,
settle them. There can be no room for quarrelling in satyagrahi
villages.
If contempt for Dheds&nd Bhangis is still lurking in your minds,
shed it. Invite their children to attend your schools and treat
them with love. Visit their quarters. Provide them facilities for
water and other necessities, if these are absent. Do not give them
your left-overs to eat. Raise their wages, instead, or give them
uncooked grains.
If there are drink-addicts in your village, entreat them, be-
seech them to desist and thus save them from the evil. If they do
not listen, let them drink. If there is a liquor booth in your village,
plead with the owner gently. Do not get angry with him. Have
compassion on him, instead.
If there are any bullies or habitual thieves in your village, do
not be afraid of them either, nor intimidate them. Look upon
them, too, as your brothers and show regard for them. In order
to reform them, first understand their condition sympathetically and